《Abbott’s Illustrated New Testament - Titus》(John & Jacob Abbott)
General Introduction
The notes appended to the sacred text in this edition of the New Testament, cannot, perhaps, claim a higher rank than that of notes on the English version; for although the editors have endeavored to ascertain the true meaning of the sacred record, by a careful study of the original, with a diligent use of the best aids furnished by the researches of modern scholars, both European and American, still the meaning when ascertained, is connected, in the notes, with the language of the common English version, as the design has been to prepare a convenient manual for the use of common Christians in the ordinary walks of life.

The notes themselves, as their designation in the title-page imports, are intended to explain the text in the most concise and simple manner. The work is not meant to supersede the use of the excellent commentaries, more full and extended, which are now in circulation among the readers of the English version of the Scriptures, but to provide one in addition to them, which, being more condensed in its form, is adapted to purposes for which the others were not designed.

In the execution of the work, the editors have endeavored--though they are aware that it is an attempt not always successful, even when honestly made--to divest themselves of theological theories, and to develop fully and freely the import of each portion of the divine word in its order, whatever may be its bearing upon religious systems, or upon the various controversies of the day.
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INTRODUCTION

TITUS is often mentioned in the Epistles as Paul's companion and fellow-laborer. He was a Greek, Timothy being a Jew; and, although Paul allowed of the circumcision of Timothy, out of regard to the feelings of the Jewish brethren, he would not permit this rite to be performed upon Titus, (Galatians 2:3,4;) thus showing that, while he allowed Jews to continue Jews, he would not countenance the idea that the rites and observances of the Mosaic law were essential to the salvation of the Gentiles. This Epistle is addressed to Titus at Crete, a large island in the Mediterranean, south of the Egean Sea. It is now called Candia. Paul had left Titus in Crete, in charge of the churches which had been founded there. (Titus 1:5.) His position in respect to the church, and his duties, were similar to those of Timothy at Ephesus, and the instructions contained in this Epistle, accordingly, correspond very closely with those addressed to Timothy.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 2
Verse 2 

Promised; in the counsels of his own will.

 
 
Verse 5
Verse 5 

Left I thee in Crete. The ship in which Paul performed his voyage to Rome, as recorded at the close of the Acts, touched repeatedly at the ports of Crete. This is the only case in which any record remains of Paul's visiting the island. At what time he put Titus in charge there, and when this Epistle was written to him, are both wholly unknown.--Elders; pastors; called bishops in Titus 1:7. 

Verse 6
Verse 6 

These directions (Titus 1:6-9) correspond very closely with those given to Timothy on the same subject. (Titus 1:6-9; 1 Timothy 3:2-9.)--Riot, dissoluteness of manners, or excess of any kind.

 
 
Verse 9
Verse 9 

The faithful word; the word worthy of faith; that is, truths well established and sure.--Sound doctrine; sound instruction.--Gainsayers; opposers.

 
 
Verse 10
Verse 10 

They of the circumcision; the Jews.

 
 
Verse 11
Verse 11 

For filthy lucre's sake. In what way precisely this pharisaical sanctity was turned to the purposes of gain, is not known. There are frequent allusions, however, to the fact that this was done. (Compare 1 Tim. 6:5. 2 Tim. 3:6, 7.)

Verse 12
Verse 12 

A prophet; a pagan prophet.

Verse 15
Verse 15 

All things are pure; that is, all kinds of meats and drinks. The idea is the same that the apostle has, in his other Epistles, so often advanced,--that he whose heart is pure need not be solicitous about ceremonial distinctions and prohibitions.

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1

Verse 1 

Speak thou; teach, inculcate. 

Verse 8

Verse 8 

Ashamed; confounded.

Verse 9

Verse 9 

Answering again; contradicting and objecting.

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Verse 1 

To be subject; to be obedient.

Verse 9
Verse 9 

The law; the Mosaic law. Similar cautions were given to Timothy. (1 Timothy 1:4.)

 
 
Verse 10
Verse 10 

That is a heretic; that maintains the corrupt opinions and practices which the apostle had been condemning.--Reject; exclude from the church.

Verse 12
Verse 12 

The name of Artemas is not elsewhere mentioned. Tychicus is spoken of Acts 20:4. There were several cities named Nicopolis in the various provinces visited by Paul, and it is uncertain which was here intended.--There to winter. This expression seems to imply that Paul was not then at Nicopolis, as is stated in the subscription at the end of the Epistle. These subscriptions are not to be considered as a part of the inspired volume. They are in many instances supposed to be erroneous. 

